Aptitude Test Preparation Course for Mature Nursing Entry 2020
Information Leaflet

Why You Should Complete this Course
To achieve a place in any branch of Nursing or in Midwifery by the mature student route, a
mature student must sit an assessment, completed on computer, which will take place in April
2020. Only those applicants who achieve above a certain score in this assessment will be
considered for an offer as a mature code applicant. Unless there is a considerable amount of
preparation done for these tests, most candidates would have little chance of achieving the
required score. While preparation from books will help to a certain extent, a preparation course
where students are provided with relevant sample questions and guided to complete them with
speed and accuracy can be much more effective.

A candidate can complete this course by choosing one of the TWO Options below:
1.

A face-to-face course, delivered in Dundalk, like the course in 2019. The cost of this
option is €120.
2. A completely on-line course which learners can complete anywhere there is Internet
connection. The cost of this course is €80.
Both options have the following advantages:

1. A high percentage of students who complete the course achieve a third level place
in Nursing each year.
2. Both options will provide all tests in computer format and whether these tests are
carried out in Dundalk or at home, the learner will complete each test on a
computer. Immediately, on clicking Submit, the following information will be
provided for each question in that test - whether each answer is correct or
incorrect, the correct answer and an explanation as to why it is the correct answer,
allowing the learner to see their mistake.
3. Learners can repeat each test as often as they wish, each time receiving the above
feedback. This will allow learners to become proficient in this method of
assessment which was used for the first time in 2018.
4. All learners will be provided with the tutor’s contact details and are encouraged to
ring or e-mail her if they have any questions.

Some additional features of the Face-to Face Course:
1. The material is delivered in person and points can be clarified as the material is
discussed.

2. The course is delivered in two parts, separated by two weeks. This allows the
learners to practise the tests given on the first day and to assimilate the knowledge
and record any questions they may have to put to the tutor on the second day.
3. A two part course also ensures that the material does not become overwhelming by
covering it all in a very compressed timeframe.
4. The cost of the course for the two days is €120 in total. This includes the two days
tuition, tests, answers etc, as described above and access to the tutor for
clarification of anything required.
5. The location for the tests is very close to Dundalk town centre and there are two
very good bus services. More information available on www.mathews.ie and
www.buseireann.ie.

Some Additional Features of the On-line Course:
1. Guidance will be provided by the tutor in a series of videos, designed to be watched
before each new type of test is attempted.
2. This format cuts out the cost and inconvenience of traveling to a particular venue.
3. It also provides the convenience of completing the tests at the most suitable times for
the learner.
4. The course costs €80 in total which includes all the tests, answers etc, as described
above, the guiding videos and access to the tutor for clarification of anything required.

The Assessment (based on last year’s exam)
The test is made up of the following three parts:
Test 1 – Verbal Interpretation: This test examines an applicant’s verbal proficiency and their
ability to glean specific information from a series of passages.
Test 2 – Numerical Interpretation: This test assesses the candidate’s ability to find relevant
information from passages involving numerical data, manipulate numbers and to carry out
arithmetical calculations.
Test 3 – Job Simulation Exercise: This exercise presents the applicant with a number of
scenarios of typical situations that could occur during the course of a nurse’s working life. The
candidate has to read these scenarios and answer a number of questions relating to them. The
aim of this part of the assessment is to gauge whether the applicant has the required qualities
to make a good nurse or midwife.

The Face-to-Face Preparation Course -Dates and Times
Saturday 29 February 11am – 4pm (Break from 1pm to 2pm.)
Saturday 14 March 11am – 4pm (Break from 1pm to 2pm.)
Venue: Robin House, Ramparts, Dundalk (Near Marshes Shopping Centre)

Outline of Course, Day 1
Introduction




Overview of written assessment
Brief description of different parts
Importance of speed and accuracy

Verbal Interpretation Part 1





Structure of questions
Importance of eliciting specific information from passages of text
Practising sample questions
Analysing mistakes

Numerical Interpretation Part 1






Information sheets to help remember simple calculations eg conversion of units
Revising simple calculations
Disseminating information from passages containing numerical data
Practising sample questions
Analysing mistakes

Participants will work on a range of sample computerised questions during Day 1 and will be
given a computer link to further samples to practise on before Day 2.

Outline of Course, Day 2
Verbal Interpretation Part 2



Sample questions from Part 1 of course corrected and mistakes identified
Questions answered

Numerical Interpretation Part 2



Sample questions from Part 1 corrected and mistakes identified
Questions answered

Job Simulation Exercises




Examination of a range of scenarios
Discussion of possible answers
Sample exercises and solutions

A link to additional tests and solutions will be provided at the end of Day 2 to practise before the
assessment.
Please Note:
For each of the six parts outlined in the face-to-face course, there will be a video included in the
on-line course to guide learners as to how to complete the tests and to give them tips on how to
improve their speed and accuracy. You should also note that the tests and other material on
the face-to-face course and on-line course are exactly the same.

What You Should Do:
1. Decide which course you would like to do.
2. If you would like to complete the face-to-face course, complete the booking form
attached and send it to Susan McGovern with a deposit of €30 in the form of a cheque
or postal order as soon as possible but before 10 February. The address is on the
booking Form. Note that places are limited to 20 and there are some bookings already.
3. If you would like to complete the online course, go to www.susanmcgovern.ie. Further
details of the course are given here and you can make an online application for the
course at any time.
If you have any questions, please contact Susan McGovern at susanmcgovern57@gmail.com or
at 086 8807112.

BOOKING FORM FOR APTITUDE TEST PREPARATION COURSE FOR
MATURE NURSING ENTRY 2020
Please note that this booking form should only be completed by a person who wishes to
complete the Face-to-Face Course
If you wish to complete the on-line course, please apply online at
www.susanmcgovern.ie

NAME: ________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER: __________________ MOBILE NUMBER__________________
e-MAIL ADDRESS: ____________________________________

Dates for Course
Saturday 29 February 11am – 4 pm and Saturday14 March 11am – 4pm

Venue: Robin House, Ramparts, Dundalk (Near Marshes Shopping Centre)
Please note:
1. The deposit of €30 is non-refundable and the remaining €90 fee must be made at the
start of Day 1 of the course.
2. The completed booking form and deposit (cheque or postal order) should be posted to
Susan McGovern at:
31 Headford,
Mount Avenue,
Dundalk,
Co. Louth
To secure a place on the course, please send your booking form and deposit as soon as
possible but no later than 10 February 2019. Places are strictly limited to 20 per course and
will be offered on a first come first served basis.
3. If you have any queries, please contact Susan McGovern at
susanmcgovern57@gmail.com or at 086 8807112
€30 enclosed _________ (Please tick)

